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MANAGEMENT  SUMMARY 

The  Francis  Land  House  is  located  at  3131  Virginia  Beach  Boulevard  in  the  City 
of  Virginia  Beach.  The  one-and-one-half  story,  gambrel -roofed  brick  dwelling  was 
constructed  c.  1805-1810  by  Francis  Moseley  Land.    The  house  was  acquired  by  the  City 
of  Virginia  Beach  in  1975  and  was  listed  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  that 
year.    In  1997,  the  City  of  Virginia  Beach  Department  of  Museums  operates  the  Francis 
Land  House  as  an  historic  house  museum. 

The  James  River  Institute  for  Archaeology,  Inc.,  was  contracted  to  conduct  an 
archaeological  investigation  of  the  front  porch  area  upon  demolition  of  the  existing 
porch.  Four  test  units  were  excavated  in  an  effort  to  determine  whether  there  was  any 
evidence  of  surviving  archaeological  features  associated  with  the  original  porch  and 
walkway.  The  test  units  beneath  the  twentieth-century  porch  and  walkway  did  not  reveal 
evidence  of  eighteenth-  and  nineteenth-century  porch-related  features.  However, 
remnants  of  historic  deposits  and  features  were  identified,  including  the  builder's  trench 
for  the  house.  This  feature  yielded  fragments  of  oil  lamp  globe  glass  consistent  with  an 
early  nineteenth-century  construction  date  for  the  house.  The  resources  identified  in  the 
course  of  this  investigation  should  be  taken  into  account  with  any  planned  construction. 

The  investigation  was  performed  under  the  general  supervision  of  Principal 
Archaeologist  Nicholas  M.  Luccketti.  Project  Archaeologist  Thomas  F.  Higgins,  III  was 
responsible  for  conducting  the  fieldwork  and  assisting  in  the  preparation  of  the  report. 


Ill 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2013 


http://archive.org/details/archaeologicalteOOIucc 

iv 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 

MANAGEMENT  SUMMARY Ill 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS V 

LIST  OF  FIGURES VII 

L  INTRODUCTION 1 

IL  PROJECT  METHODS 3 

in.  SUMMARY  OF  TEST  UNIT  RESULTS 5 

Test  Unit  1  (44VB0094/1) 5 

Test  Unit  2  (44VB0094/3) 8 

Test  Unit  3  (44VB0094/8) 9 

Test  Unit  4  (44VB0094/9) 1 1 

IV.  SUMMARY  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 13 

V.  REFERENCES  CITED 15 

APPENDIX  A:  DHR  SITE  FORM 17 

APPENDIX  B:  ARTIFACT  CATALOG 23 


VI 


LIST  OF  FIGURES 

Figure  1.  Francis  Land  House  with  extant  20th-century  porch,  southeast  view 1 

Figure  2.  Eighteenth-century,  porch  postholes  (indicated  by  the  dark,  rectangular  stains) 
discovered  at  the  Adam  Thoroughgood  House 2 

Figure  3.  Plan  of  test  unit  locations  at  the  Francis  Land  House 3 

Figure  4.  Francis  Land  House  (1917),  view  of  northwest  facade  (note  the  precarious  state 
of  the  front  steps) 5 

Figure  5.  Selected  artifacts  recovered  from  44VB0094 6 

Figure  6.  Plan  of  TU  44VB0094/1  with  features,  north  view 7 

Figure  7.  Excavated  section  of  builder's  trench  in  TU  44VB0094/1,  south  view 8 

Figure  8.  Excavation  of  TU  44VB0094/3  [TU2]  at  former  location  of  modern  walkway, 
north  view 9 

Figure  9.  Ornamental  rooster  found  in  TU44VB0094/8C 10 

Figure  10.  Whiteware  cup  found  in  TU  44VB0094/8C 10 


vii 


N'llI 


I.  INTRODUCTION 

The  Francis  Land  House  is  located  at  3 1 3 1  Virginia  Beach  Boulevard  in  the  City 
of  Virginia  Beach  (Figure  1).  The  one-and-one-half  story,  gambrel-roofed  brick  dwelling 
originally  was  thought  to  have  been  constructed  in  1732  by  Capt.  Francis  Land  III  on  a 
689-acre  plantation  (Kellum  and  Kellum  1931 :96).  Subsequent  architectural  analysis  and 
historical  research  indicates  that  the  Francis  Land  House  was  constructed  c.  1805-1810 
by  Francis  Moseley  Land  (VBHPP  2008:24).  The  house  was  acquired  by  the  City  of 
Virginia  Beach  in  1975  and  was  listed  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  that 
year(VDHR  1975). 

In  1997,  the  City  of  Virginia  Beach  Department  of  Museums,  which  operates  the 
Francis  Land  House  as  an  historic  house  museum,  commissioned  an  archaeological 
survey  of  the  7-acre  Land  tract,  which  determined  that  virtually  the  entire  property  had 
been  stripped  to  subsoil  at  one  time  and  there  was  no  intact  historic  stratigraphy  or 
features  above  the  surface  of  subsoil  (Derbish  et  al.  1997). 


Figure  1.  Francis  Land  House  with  extant  2Ulh-ccntury  porch,  southeast  view. 

The  James  River  Institute  for  Archaeology,  Inc.  (JRIA)  was  contracted  to  conduct 
an  archaeological  investigation  of  the  front  porch  area  upon  demolition  of  the  existing 
porch.  The  principal  objective  of  the  investigation  was  to  determine  whether  there  was 


any  evidence  of  surviving  archaeological  features  associated  with  the  original  porch.  A 
similar  investigation  was  undertaken  by  JRIA  of  the  front  and  back  porches  of  the  Adam 
Thoroughgood  House  which  did  locate  archaeological  features  related  to  original  framing 
for  steps  into  the  dwelling  (Figure  2)  (Higgins  and  Luccketti  2010).  Archaeological 
excavations  conducted  by  Nicholas  Luccketti  in  front  of  the  porch  tower  at  Bacon's 
Castle  also  uncovered  original  17th-century  porch  features  (Luccketti  1984).  Thus,  it  was 
thought  that  such  remains  might  also  be  present  at  the  Francis  Land  House. 


Figure  2.  Eighteenth-century,  porch  postholcs  (indicated  by  the  dark,  rectangular  stains) 
discovered  at  the  Adam  Thoroughgood  House. 

The  investigation  was  performed  under  the  general  supervision  of  Principal 
Archaeologist  Nicholas  M.  Luccketti.  Project  Archaeologist  Thomas  F.  Higgins,  III  was 
responsible  for  conducting  the  fieldwork  and  assisting  in  the  preparation  of  the  report. 
Mr.  Higgins  was  assisted  in  the  field  by  Field  Archaeologist  Matthew  Tuttlc.  Sheriic 
Beaver  petTormed  the  artifact  analysis,  final  illustrations  for  the  report  were  prepared  by 
Matthew  R.  Laird.  All  artifacts  and  documentation  related  to  this  project  are  temporarily 
stored  at  the  JRIA  in  Williamsburg. 


II.  PROJECT  METHODS 

The  testing  strategy  began  with  the  establishment  of  an  east-west  reference 
baseline  in  the  front  yard,  from  which  test  units,  yard  features,  and  the  house  were  placed 
on  a  scaled  plan  drawing.  A  datum  was  established  on  top  of  the  concrete  basement 
window  sill  on  the  east  side  of  the  house;  the  elevations  of  all  identified  features  were 
tied  to  this  reference  point. 

Test  unit  placement  was  based  on  locations  aligned  with  the  doorway  entrance 
that  would  likely  yield  historic  porch-related  features  (Figure  3).  Excavation  proceeded 
by  natural  strata.  All  soil  was  passed  through  0.25-inch  mesh,  except  for  obvious  modem 
fill  deposits,  in  which  case  these  were  trowel  sorted.  Profiles,  artifacts,  and  other  cultural 
details  were  recorded  on  standardized  fonns.  Soils  were  described  using  standard  USDA 
textural  terminology  and  Munsel  soil  color  descriptions  (Kollmorgen  Instruments 
Corporation  1975).  Digital  photographs  were  taken  of  test  units  and  profiles. 

All  artifacts  recovered  were  returned  to  the  laboratory  at  the  JRIA  for  washing, 
identification,  number,  and  cataloging.  Following  analysis,  an  inventory  was  assembled 
using  a  standard  descriptive  typology  for  artifacts.  All  artifacts  were  prepared  for  curation 
according  to  the  standards  of  the  Department  of  Historic  Resources  (DHR). 
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Figure  3.  Plan  of  test  unit  locations  at  the  Francis  Land  House. 


III.  SUMMARY  OF  TEST  UNIT  RESULTS 

Test  Unit  1  (44VB0094/1) 

Test  Unit  1  (44VB0094/1)  was  a  4.50  x  2.0  ft.  unit  located  adjacent  to  the  house 
at  the  southwest,  interior  corner  of  the  1930s  brick  porch  foundation.  Archaeologists 
identified  three  distinct  deposits.  Layer  44VB0094/1 A  consisted  of  a  thick  (.75  ft.) 
deposit  of  brown  (10YR5/3)  silty  clay  loam  fill  mottled  with  light  yellowish  brown 
(10YR6/4)  silty  clay.  Recovered  artifacts  date  mostly  to  the  first  half  of  the  twentieth 
century  and  include  ceramics,  bottle  glass  (i.e.,  clear,  solarized,  light  green),  window 
glass,  shot  gun  shells,  and  oyster  shell.  The  ceramic  examples  consist  of  whiteware  and 
porcelain  plate  and  cup  fragments. 

As  the  uppermost  half-  foot  of  Layer  A  was  peeled  away,  the  builder's  trench 
(44VB0094/2)  for  the  1930s  porch  foundation  emerged.  This  feature  consisted  of  a  dark 
grayish  brown  (10YR4/2)  clay  (44VB0094/2A),  and  measured  about  1.0  ft.  wide.  It 
extended  just  below  the  foundation's  spread  footer  at  1.10  ft.  below  ground  surface.  The 
feature  was  completely  excavated  so  as  to  try  not  to  contaminate  underlying  deposits  with 
later  artifacts.  It  yielded  pieces  of  handmade  and  machine  made  bricks,  chunks  of 
concrete  (discarded),  nails  (cut,  unidentified),  window  glass,  roofing  slate,  whiteware, 
stoneware,  and  coarse  earthenware. 

Also  found  in  Layer  A,  against  the  house  foundation,  was  an  apparent  mold  for  a 
long  since  decayed  board  (44VB0094/4).  Although  the  board's  purpose  is  unknown,  it 
appears  to  have  been  jammed  into  the  soil  to  help  shore  up  one  of  the  early  twentieth- 
century  porches;  perhaps  in  conjunction  with  a  nearby,  small  post  (see  description  of 
44VB0094/5  below).  These  features  may  actually  be  depicted  in  an  early  twentieth- 
century  photograph  of  the  house  (Figure  4). 


Figure  4.  Francis  Land  House  (1917),  view  of  northwest  facade  (note  the  precarious  state 
of  the  front  steps). 


As  the  last  of  the  builder's  trench  was  removed  (and  the  remaining  portion  of 
Layer  44VB0094/1  A),  investigators  found  a  thin  band  of  light  gray  (10YR7/2)  silt 
(44VB0094/1B)  that  extended  across  the  entire  unit.  This  deposit  most  likely  represents  a 
rain  wash  layer  that  accumulated  during  the  period  of  early  twentieth  century  porch 
construction. 

Beneath  Layer  B  was  a  brown  (10YR4/3)  silty  clay  loam  (44VB0094/1C)  that 
measured  approximately  0.60  ft.  thick.  This  deposit  appeared  to  be  remnants  of  an 
eighteenth/  nineteenth-century  century  topsoil.  Although  a  few  intrusive  20th-century 
artifacts  (i.e.,  amber  bottle  glass)  were  encountered,  a  variety  of  earlier  items  such  as 
fragments  of  creamware,  pearlware,  whiteware;  nails  (cut,  unidentified),  a  copper  alloy 
straight  pin.  and  a  dark  blue,  facetted  glass  bead  were  recovered  from  this  layer  (Figure 
5). 


Figure  5.  Selected  artifacts  recovered  from  44VB0094. 

Subsoil  consisted  of  a  light  brownish  gray  (10YR6/2)  clay,  and  was  beneath 
Layer  44VB0094/1C  at  about  1 .30  ft.  below  ground  surface.  Subsoil  contained  traces  of  a 
small,  circular  posthole  (44VB0094/  5)  that  measured  0.40  ft.  in  diameter  and  0.10  ft. 
deep.  The  posthole  fill,  consisting  ol" grayish  brown  (10YR5/2)  silty  clay,  contained  bits 
of  a  wood  post.  This  feature  most  likely  represents  remnants  of  a  shallow  posthole  dug 
with  a  posthole  digger,  and  probably  dates  to  the  twentieth  century  (Figure  6). 
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Figure  6.  Plan  of  TU  44VB0094/1  with  features,  north  view. 

Adjacent  to  the  posthole  on  the  south  archaeologists  found  traces  of  the  house 
builder's  trench  (44VB0094/6);  from  which  a  2.0  ft. -section  was  excavated  (Figure  7). 
This  feature  measured  approximately  0.50  ft.  wide  and  0.70  ft.  deep.  Its  fill  consisted  of 
grayish  brown  (10YR5/2)  silty  clay  mottled  with  reddish  brown  (5YR4/2)  silty  clay.  The 
surface  of  the  feature  was  characterized  by  crushed  oyster  shell  along  its  eastern  extent. 
Little  in  the  way  of  artifacts  was  recovered  from  the  trench  fill,  except  for  pieces  of  shell, 
bits  of  hand-made  brick,  and  fragments  of  oil  lamp  globe  glass.  This  glass  could 
potentially  date  to  the  late  eighteenth  century,  though  more  pervasive  on  nineteenth 
century  sites. 


Figure  7.  Excavated  section  of  builder's  trench  in  TU  44VB0094/1,  south  view. 


Test  Unit  2  (44VB0094/3) 

Test  Unit  2  (44VB0094/3)  was  a  7.50  x  2  i\.  test  unit  located  on  the  north  side  of 
the  twentieth-century  porch  foundations  and  steps,  and  crossed  remnants  of  a  modern, 
brick  walkway  aligned  with  the  entrance  to  the  house  (see  Figure  3;  Figure  8).  As 
previously  described,  the  purpose  of  Test  Unit  2  was  to  determine  if  evidence  of  a 
historic  walk  survived  beneath  the  later  construction.  Although  excavation  results  proved 
to  be  negative  in  this  regard  (as  evidenced  by  the  absence  of  historic  features)  a 
significant  deposit  was  encountered  beneath  the  modern  walkway  sand  fill 
(44VB0094/3A).  Layer  44VB()094/3B  was  a  dark  grayish  brown  (l()YR4/2)  sandy 
clayey  loam  that  ranged  from  about  0.50  ft.  up  to  0.70  ft.  deep  and,  as  with  La\cr  C  in 
Test  Unit  1,  might  well  represent  remnants  of  an  historic  topsoil.  It  contained  fragments 
of  brick,  roof  slate,  oil  lamp  globe  glass,  unidentified  nails,  animal  teeth,  and  ceramics, 
among  other  items.  The  ceramic  collection  includes  eighteenth-  and  nineteenth-century 
types  such  as  creamware,  pearlware,  whiteware,  and  stoneware;  these  probabl>  icprcsenl 
plate,  bowl,  and  storage  jar  forms. 


Figure  8.  Excavation  of  TU  44VB0094/3  [TU2]  at  former  location  of  modem  walkway, 
north  view. 


Test  Unit  3  (44VB0094/8) 

Test  Unit  3  (44VB0094/8)  was  a  2  ft2  test  unit  located  adjacent  to  the  house  2.70 
ft.  east  of  Test  Unit  1 .  Like  Test  Unit  1,  its  purpose  was  to  determine  if  any  trace  of  an 
eighteenth-or  nineteenth-century  porch  structure  survived  beneath  the  doorway.  Layers 
A-C  proved  to  be  identical  to  those  encountered  in  Test  Unit  1 .  Layers  A  and  B  are  most 
likely  fill  deposits  associated  with  episodes  of  porch  construction  during  the  twentieth 
century;  Layer  C  may  represent  a  significant  historic  deposit.  Layer  C  consisted  of  a 
uniformly  brown  (10YR4/3)  silty  clay  loam  that  was  encountered  approximately  0.50  ft. 
below  ground  surface.  It  yielded  a  relatively  dense  concentration  of  late  nineteenth- 
century  artifacts;  so  much  so  that  these  appeared  to  be  part  of  a  primary  refuse  disposal 
event  discretely  discarded  beneath  front  porch.  Recovered  items  include  a  complete 
whiteware  cup,  bottle  glass,  a  wine  glass  knop,  a  medicine  vial  fragment,  a  possible  key 
hole  escutcheon,  a  copper  alloy  button,  a  large  conch  shell,  an  Indian  Head  penny  (1882), 
and  an  iron,  ornamental  rooster,  among  other  items  (Figures  9  and  10). 


Figure  9.  Ornamental  rooster  found  in  TU44VB0094/8C. 


Figure  10.  Whiteware  cup  found  in  TU  44VB0094/8C. 
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Subsoil  was  revealed  about  1.30  ft.  below  ground  surface,  and  contained 
numerous  plant/rodent  disturbances,  as  well  as  remnants  of  the  builder's  trench  for  the 
house.  This  distinctive  feature,  undoubtedly  the  eastward  extension  of  the  builder's 
trench  (44VB0094/6)  discovered  in  'lest  Unit  1,  was  carefully  recorded  but  not 
excavated. 

Test  Unit  4  (44VB0094/9) 

Test  Unit  4  (44VB0094/9)  was  a  3  x  3  ft.  unit  located  2.50  ft.  north  of  Test  Unit  1 , 
and  4.50  ft.  north  of  the  house.  This  unit  yielded  a  series  of  fill  deposits  and  features  that 
are  most  likely  associated  with  twentieth-century  porch  construction  and/or  repair. 

Layer  44VB0094/9A  consisted  of  a  0.35  ft. -thick,  very  dark  grayish  brown 
(10YR3/2)  sandy  clay  fill  mixed  with  twentieth-century  artifacts  (i.e.,  glass  button, 
porcelain,  nails,  clear  bottle  glass,  concrete).  Beneath  Layer  A  was  a  thin  (.20  ft.)  deposit 
of  yellowish  brown  (10YR5/4)  sandy  clay  fill  (44VB0094/9B)  and  below  this,  a  thick 
(.85)  layer  of  dark  grayish  brown  (10YR4/2)  sandy  clay  (44VB0094/9C).  Layer  C 
contained  fragments  of  bottle  glass,  whiteware,  nails,  brick,  and  concrete.  Also  contained 
within  Layer  C  in  the  test  unit's  north  profile,  were  remnants  of  a  brick  foundation/ 
footing  or  a  brick  pad  (44VB0094/1 1)  capped  in  places  by  a  hard,  concrete-like  mortar. 
This  feature,  comprised  of  machine  made  bricks,  likely  served  as  a  twentieth-century 
underpinning  foundation  for  the  porch,  and  had  a  distinctive  builder's  trench 
(44VB0094/12)  along  its  south  side. 
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IV.  SUMMARY  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 

In  summary,  test  units  placed  beneath  the  twentieth-century  porch  and  walkway 
did  not  reveal  evidence  of  eighteenth-  and  nineteenth-century  porch-related  features. 
However,  remnants  of  historic  deposits  and  features  were  identified,  including  the 
builder's  trench  for  the  house.  This  feature  yielded  fragments  of  oil  lamp  globe  glass 
consistent  with  an  early  nineteenth-century  construction  date  for  the  house.  The 
resources  identified  in  the  course  of  this  investigation  should  be  taken  into  account  with 
any  planned  construction. 
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Beach,  VA. 

Virginia  Department  of  Historic  Resources  (VDHR) 

1975         Rose  Hall  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Inventory-Nomination  Form,  on 
file,  Virginia  Department  of  Historic  Resources,  Richmond,  VA. 
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City/County:      Virginia  Beach 


Report  Generated  on:    5/16/2012 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HISTORIC  RESOURCES 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL  REPORT 


DHR  Site  Number:  44VB0094 

Resource  Name: 

Temporary  Designation: 

Site  Class:  Teifestrial,  open  air 

CULTURAL/TEMPORAL  AFFILIATION 


Other  DHU  Number: 


DHRIDff:        44VB0094 


Cultural  Designation 

Euro-American 

THEMATIC  CONTEXTS/SITE  FUNCTIONS 


Temporal  Designation 

18th  Century 


Thematic  Context:       Domestic 
Comments/Remarks: 

Domestic-Remnant  Plantation 


Example:         Famistead 


LOCATION  INFORMATION 


USGS  Quadrangle(s):  PRINCESS  ANNE 

Center  UTM  Coordinates  (for  less  than  10  acres): 
NAD  ZONE  EAST 


NORTH 


Restrict  UTM  Data? 


Boundary  UTM  Coordinates  (for  10  acres  or  more): 


NAD 


ZONE 


EAST 


NORTH 


Physiographic  Province: 
Aspect: 

Elevation  (in  feet): 
Slope: 

Landform:         other 

SITE  CONDITION/SURVEY  DESCRIPTION 


Drainage: 

Nearest  Water  Source: 

Distance  to  Watcr(in  feet): 

Site  Soils: 

Adjacent  Soils: 


Site  Dimensions: 
Survey  Strategy: 
Site  Condition: 


feet  by 
Observation 

Site  Condition  Unknown 


feet 


Acreage: 


City/County:      Virginia  Beach 


Threats  to  Resource: 

Survey  Description: 

Site  conssists  of  standing  mansion  '. 
constructed  ca.  1736  by  Francis  1 
Thorougiigood  Land. 


CURRENT  LAND  USE 


Land  Use: 
Comments/Remarks: 


Example: 


Dates  of  Use: 


SPECIMENS,  FIELDNOTES,  DEPOSITORIES 


Specimens  Obtained? 


Specimens  Depository: 


Assemblage  Description: 

Specimens  Reported? 
Assemblage  Description-Reported: 


Field  Notes  Reported? 


Depository: 


REPORTS,  DEPOSITORY  AND  REFERENCES 


Report  (s)  ?       Yes  Depository: 

DHR  Library  Reference  Number: 
Reference  for  reports  and  publications: 

See  Kellams'  book  Old  Houses  of  Princess  Anne  Virginia. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC  DOCUMENTATION  AND  DEPOSITORY 


Photographic  Documentation?  Depository 


Type  of  Photos 


Photo  Date 


CULTURAL  RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT  EVENTS 


Cultural  Resource  Management  Event:  Survey:Phase  I/Reconnaissance 


Date:     1986/02/06 


Organization  and  Person: 
Organization: 
Sponsor  Organization: 
DHR  Project  Review  File  No: 

CRM  Event  Notes  or  Comments: 


First:        VDHR-Nicholas  M.  Luccketti 


Last: 


INDIVIDUAL/ORGANIZATION/AGENCY  INFORMATION 


City/County:      Virginia  Beach 


Individual  Category  Codes: 

Honorif:  First:  Last: 

Suffix: 

Title: 

Company/ 

Agency: 

Address: 

City:  State:  Zip: 

Phone/Ext: 

Notes: 


Ownership  Type: 
Government  Agency: 


APPENDIX  B:  ARTIFACT  CATALOG 
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